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Greek War of Independence became
adoptees and were brought to America, ulti-
mately becoming prominent American citizens,
scholars, and members of the armed services.

And James Williams, an African American
slave from Baltimore, joined the Greek revolu-
tionaries and fought for Greece’s freedom dur-
ing the Battle of Navarino and was buried
there in honor of his efforts.

Trailblazers like Bouboulina, Willard, and
Miller—who toppled their oppressors, de-
manded equality, and fought to enact change
to benefit future generations of women—in-
spire my work in Congress every day.

The example set by Hellenic and American
Philhellenic women during the Greek War of
Independence exemplifies the U.S.-Greece re-
lationship that thrives to this day. It is because
of our historic friendship, and shared commit-
ment to liberal democratic values, that the
U.S. and Greece continue to work on so many
issues that have a profound effect on the
world.

After generations of oppression, Greece’s
freedom was hard-fought, and the Republic of
Greece has become a shining example of de-
mocracy to the world. Greece and the Greek
people are such critical allies and dear friends
of the United States and I'm very proud to rise
today in honor of the brave Hellenic and
American Philhellenic women who played a
pivotal role in securing the independence that
Greece and her people celebrate to this day.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FAIV
NTAJ MUAS (DANG MOUA)

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Faiv Ntaj Muas (Dang
Moua), who passed away on October 13,
2020 at the age of 71. Dang was a longtime
Merced County business owner and an active
member of the Hmong community.

Dang was born on April 12, 1949 in the war-
torn country of Laos to Muas Paj Cai and
Ntxhais Lauj. Dang was the second of three
sons, and had an elder half-brother, five sis-
ters, four half-brothers, and two half-sisters.
Although Dang faced a difficult childhood, he
always had a heart for service and helping
others. After completing grade school, he at-
tended college near a hospital that treated in-
jured soldiers. Over time, Dang’s soft-spoken
demeanor was recognized by his peers and
he was hand-picked as a leader by the
Hmong community to provide guidance to fel-
low students.

As the war continued, Dang and his fellow
students were no longer safe at their school,
His quick thinking allowed opportunity for him
to save nine people out of Samthong, where
the enemy soldiers were approaching. Their
journey led them through the mountains, and
numerous towns to seek shelter until they
were finally safe.

In 1971, Dang married the love of his life,
Paj Lis and began training with the United
States Agency for International Development
(USAID) and was recruited by the United
States Embassy to work in USAID until 1975.
In April of 1975, part of Dang’s family moved
to a refugee camp in Thailand for safety, after

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

it became clear the situation was unsafe for
anyone aiding the United States. Eventually,
Dang and part of his family, were sponsored
by Hatcher Memorial Baptist Church and
moved to Richmond, Virginia in 1977, before
settling in Merced, California. Once they set-
tled in Merced, Dang attended college, and
worked at Del Monte Farms.

Dang and his wife opened their first busi-
ness, the first Hmong grocery store in Merced,
Moua Oriental Market, followed by the first
Hmong farm and slaughterhouse, Moua’s Hog
Slaughter Farm and Moua’s Cattle Farm in
Livingston, California. His success and influ-
ence in the community reached political fig-
ures, Hmong community, and many individ-
uals.

Dang will be remembered in the community
for helping others, his work in establishing the
nonprofit organization Merced Lao Family Inc.,
filling a void for Hmong businesses in Merced
County, and being a role model to so many.
He was a leader and a caring individual that
will be remembered by all who had the pleas-
ure to work with him.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Dang Moua. His
commitment to the community of Merced
County has left a lasting impact on many. |
join his family and friends in honoring his great
life.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BERNARD ‘“BERNIE” McCKINNON

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to pay tribute to
a dear friend and labor leader, Bernard “Ber-
nie” McKinnon, who we recently lost unex-
pectedly. Bernie was a wonderful friend, col-
league, and mentor to many, and he will be
deeply missed by all of those fortunate
enough to have known him.

Bernie grew up in Caribou, Maine, along
with his five siblings, before the family moved
to Connecticut. Upon his graduation from high
school, he joined his parents, as well as the
United Autoworkers of America, when he
began working at Fafnir Bearing. From the
very beginning, Bernie was a dedicated mem-
ber of UAW, and it was his passion for fair-
ness and justice that led to his eventual career
with the labor organization. He worked his way
through the ranks of his local union, eventually
becoming a long-time Local 133 President. He
was later elected UAW Region 9A CAP Presi-
dent and then CAP Director, where he took on
the responsibility of ensuring that the voices of
UAW members were heard throughout the hall
of state legislatures throughout New England.

Bernie was also a mentor to many in Con-
necticut’'s labor movement, often sought after
for advice and guidance in navigating the nu-
ances of the state’s General Assembly and
the best ways in which to ensure that their
legislative agendas were heard. He was also
at the forefront of mobilizing UAW political ac-
tivity in local, state, and federal elections, or-
ganizing volunteers and the activities in which
they would participate.

It was in 1991 that Bernie was recruited to
work as a legislative activist for the UAW in
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Washington, D.C. and that was where | had
the opportunity to really get to know Bernie. |
can distinctly remember the first part of our
exchange when he visited the office. | would
say “how are you doing Bernie” and his reply,
without fail, was “terrible, Rosa . . . just ter-
rible”—but his slight smile gave him away
every time. In the near decade that he spent
on the Hill, Bernie earned the respect of Mem-
bers from both sides of the aisle, because he
was straight-forward and genuine—when he
spoke, he just gave you the plain truth about
how an issue would impact working people.

Bernie’s contributions also extended far be-
yond his work on behalf of the UAW and its
members. In his lifetime, he was a cub scout
master, a Southington Band Backer, a trustee
for the Southington Elks, a member of the
Southington Democratic Town Committee, and
a board member of several organizations in-
cluding Catholic Family Services, the United
Labor Agency, and the New Britain United
Way. In his retirement, he served as President
of the UAW Local 133 retiree chapter as well
as an active member of the Connecticut Alli-
ance of Retired Americans. He helped to es-
tablish the Connecticut Citizens Action Group
and served on its Board of Directors for many
years. His good work and compassion
touched countless lives and his commitment to
community and service should serve as a
model for us all.

I, like so many others, consider myself fortu-
nate to not only have known Bernard “Bernie”
McKinnon, but to have called him my friend. |
extend my deepest sympathies to his wife,
Judie; his children, Ken, Lisa, and Jill; his
grandchildren, and great-granddaughter as
well as his many family, friends and col-
leagues at this difficult time. Though he was
taken suddenly and much too soon, his is a
life and legacy that will most certainly serve as
an inspiration to many.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF GERARD
LOZANO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of longtime Fresnan Gerard
Lozano, who passed away on October 1,
2020. He was a proud husband, community
leader and friend.

Gerard was born on May 11, 1970 in Fres-
no, California. He grew up with four brothers,
his father Michael, and mother Dolores. He at-
tended Our Lady of Victory Elementary School
and graduated from San Joaquin Memorial
High School. Gerard was known for being
kind, always happy and caring. He had a
strong faith and was a genuine leader by ex-
ample.

These qualities continued throughout his life
and during his career. Gerard began his ca-
reer as the Governmental Affairs Director for
the Fresno Association of REALTORS inter-
acting with many people in the community and
legislative representatives in the Central Val-
ley.

My office and myself, had the pleasure of
working alongside Gerard for many years. He
was always a knowledgeable and professional
individual, willing to help for the community in
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any capacity that he could. Gerard’s hard work
was evident throughout his career. He was
promoted to Executive Vice President after
being employed over 20 years at Fresno As-
sociation of REALTORS, and in 2016, Gerard
was honored with the Presidents Award by
past president, Colleen Wiginton.

In 2002, Gerard met the love of his life,
Donna or “Dolly” as she was affectionately
known. Their love for each other flourished
throughout their marriage. Gerard was a foot-
ball fan for the Oakland Raiders and San
Francisco Giants. He enjoyed music and was
a drummer.

Gerard is survived by his wife, Donna; par-
ents Michael and Dolores Lozano; brothers
Daniel, David and wife Marisela; Raymond
and wife Kristin; Benjamin and wife
Esmeralda; sister-in-law Linda Donabed and
husband Jim.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating and honoring the life of Mr.
Gerard Lozano. His kindness and leadership
will be remembered by those who had the
pleasure of working with him. | join his family,
friends, and the community in honoring his
great life and legacy.

———

HONORING THE SEVENTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KOREAN WAR
AND THE BATTLE OF JANGJIN
RESERVOIR

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Seventieth Anniversary
of the Battle of Jangjin Reservoir. | am proud
to join those who worked tirelessly to ensure
this milestone is recognized and honor the
service of those who fought during this crucial
event.

In November of 1950, approximately 15,000
brave service men and women in the United
States Marines and Army soldiers and another
15,000 United Nations troops fought under the
leadership of General Douglas MacArthur
against approximately 120,000. The brutal
conditions of war these soldiers faced were
compounded by being in a mountainous re-
gion of North Korea, where they endured
below-freezing temperatures, severe losses,
and an agonizing retreat.

Despite these trials and tribulations, enemy
forces were stopped in the mountains. “The
Chosin Few,” named in honor of the Japanese
pronunciation of the Jangjin Reservoir, helped
evacuate 100,000 North Korean men, women,
and children. This impressive rescue operation
resulted in one of the most dramatic, large-
scale humanitarian events of the war.

Those involved in the Battle of Jangjin Res-
ervoir have rightfully been awarded a total of
seventeen Medals of Honor, seventy Navy
Crosses, twelve Distinguished  Service
Crosses, and 9,000 Purple Hearts for their ac-
tions. This represents the most awards of this
nature for a single battle in United States mili-
tary history.

The people of New Jersey’s Ninth Congres-
sional district and many across our nation are
indebted to those courageous individuals who
overcame great burdens and made tremen-
dous sacrifices overseas. In a recognition of
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this service, my home state of New Jersey
named a nearly forty-mile portion of Route 35
stretching from Brielle to Aberdeen the Chosin
Few Memorial Highway. It is a small fraction
of respect and honor these exceptional individ-
uals deserve.

That is why | am proud to recognize the te-
nacious serving as members of the United
States Armed Forces and the Memorial
Committtee of the Battle of Jangjin Reservoir
for their strong character and notable deter-
mination.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAFER
JOHNSON

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Rafer Johnson, a notable ath-
lete and Gold Olympic medalist recently
passed away on December 2, 2020.

Johnson was born in Hillsboro, Texas on
August 18, 1934. When he was nine years
old, he and his family moved to Kingsburg,
CA. While attending high school, he was on
the football, basketball, and baseball teams.
He served as Class President both in junior
high and high school. Johnson competed in a
high school invitational decathlon and won the
event. He also won the 1953 and 1954 Cali-
fornia state high school decathlon meets.

After graduating from Kingsburg High
School, he attended the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles. He joined Pi Lamda Phi
fraternity and served as Student Body Presi-
dent. He competed in his first decathlon in
1954 as a sophomore at UCLA. In 1955, he
competed and won a gold medal at the Pan
American Games in Mexico City. He was the
first Black American to be the flag bearer for
the U.S. Olympic team. He continued his ath-
letic journey and eventually won a silver medal
in the 1956 Olympic decathlon in Melbourne,
Australia.

In 1960, he competed once again in the
Olympics, held in Rome, Italy. He faced a
unique challenge, as he competed against a
fellow UCLA alumni and friend, Yang Chuan-
Kwang. While both posed fierce challenges,
Johnson won the gold medal. For his Olympic
performance, Johnson received the James E.
Sullivan Memorial Award, as the outstanding
amateur athlete of 1960.

After graduating from UCLA and finishing
his decathlon career, Johnson embarked into
a new chapter and began his film and media
career. He worked in motion pictures as a
sportscaster and then as a sports anchor on
the local NBC affiliate in Los Angeles.

Johnson also worked on the presidential
election campaign of U.S. Senator Robert F.
Kennedy and was there when he was assas-
sinated. He was able to subdue the gunman.
He later got involved in the Special Olympics,
serving on the organizing committee. In 1979,
he was asked to join the board of the com-
mittee working to bring the 1984 Summer
Olympics to Los Angeles.

Johnson had a bright and impactful career
with many great achievements. In 2005, John-
son was awarded an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters (L.H.D.) degree from Whittier
College. In November 2014, Johnson received
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the Athletes in Excellence Award from The
Foundation for Global Sports Development, in
recognition of his community service efforts
and work with youth.

Rafer Johnson Junior High School in
Kingsburg, California is named after Johnson,
as are Rafer Johnson Community Day School
and Rafer Johnson Children’s Center, both in
Bakersfield, California.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating and honoring Mr. Rafer
Johnson. His legacy and teachings will live in
many for years to come. | join his family,
friends and the community in celebrating his
great life and legacy.

————

HONORING KACIA CAIN AS IOWAN
OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 28, 2020

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise before
the House to recognize Kacia Cain, an lowan
who has dedicated her life to teaching stu-
dents about the importance of STEM. Kacia
has devoted her life to encouraging lowans to
participate and foster a love and appreciation
for STEM. She has inspired, motivated and
provided a platform for so many students and
individuals in lowa to cultivate their apprecia-
tion for the sciences. That is why | want to
honor Kacia as lowan of the Week for the
week of December 25th.

Kacia grew up in Ames, lowa before she
graduated from lowa State University, and
then moved on to get her master's degree in
biology from Northwestern State in Louisiana.
Kacia had always been interested in science
and biology and worked as a veterinary assist-
ant. While she was in grad school, however,
she was able to teach as a part of an
assistantship program. She claims she fell
promptly in love with teaching and made the
decision to get certified and come back to
lowa to teach. Kacia is currently a teacher at
Winterset High School, but previously was
teaching students from all five high schools at
Des Moines Central Campus.

As a science teacher, her goal in the class-
room has been to introduce her students to a
varied group of subjects, such as anatomy,
physiology, genetics, and microbiology. An im-
portant aspect to Kacia’s curriculum is to use
more than the resources that can be accessed
in a classroom. Kacia and her students were
able to learn from various people within the
community. Pre-COVID-19, they were able to
take trips and bring in individuals to allow a
perspective of what STEM can look like in the
real world. They traveled to colleges so that
students could better visualize themselves as
a college STEM student and see and under-
stand the components of what a future in the
sciences could look like.

One of Kacia’s favorite parts of being a
teacher is being able to take a difficult concept
and bring it to a level that students can better
comprehend. The ability to see and under-
stand a concept that she helped morphed into
a lesson that the student can take with them
even after the year is over is not only reward-
ing for Kacia, but it also simply helps the
sciences and opens the idea of STEM for
more students.
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